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A Closed Building, but an Open Church 
 
Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. 
The Gospel of Matthew 28:20b 
 
Trinity Presbyterian Church has never been "closed" as we have continued to have  
worship online throughout the outbreak of the pandemic. We have remained alive to  
ministry and mission, as we have served our neighbor and cared for one another; we have 
remained open to Christ and to one another. I agree that our beloved congregation is  
essential. More than that, I believe the lives of our congregants are essential. To this end, 
our building will remain closed until our Session can assure a safe environment for all.  
 
I'm going to go out on a bit of a limb and say that I feel there is no one who desires to  
return to in person worship more than I do. Of course, I believe you are equally longing 
for our shared worship and like you, I am hopeful that we will be able to do so soon.  
However, we want to return when the Session believes we are able to do so safely for all 
our members and friends. While we look forward to that day, we also know that our  
in-person worship, in all likelihood, will be quite a bit different for the foreseeable future. 
When we are gathered together again, it will probably have to be in smaller groups than 
we would have had in January of this year. I imagine we will be sitting apart from one 
another to maintain compassionate spacing. For the good of all, we will be wearing facial 
coverings and we will refrain from hugging or shaking hands. While there will be music, 
once we are back to worshipping in the sanctuary, I believe that we will not be able to 
have choral music or congregational song. Yes, it will be different for a while. How 
long? We are not sure. No one knows. 
 
What we can be sure of is that while we remain physically distant, in Christ Jesus we are 
also remaining spiritually connected. We know this first and foremost because the Lord 
promised he would be with us till the very end. We also know this from our experience of 
being together, for it has been so very often that when we were together--either in-person 
or virtually--that we have known the presence of Christ among us. 
 
 
Please refer to our website—trinpres.org—for updates, as we work to develop our  
reopening plan and resume in-person worship. 

 
 
As always, because of Christ and each of you, I am... 
 
 
Hoping Big, 
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Session Update 
 At its stated meeting on May 4, 2020, the Session: 
 Learned that Revs. Faulkner and Craven are available, via Zoom, to meet with 

congregants. 
 Discussed plans for virtual events including: a virtual study of the Psalms of 

Assent, small group prayer gatherings, a meeting with local Rabbis Ben and 
Jerry David. 

 Thanked everyone involved in Holy Week Social Media coverage. 
 Learned that the General Assemble will now meet virtually in June and that 

Rev. Craven is a WJP delegate. 
 Decided to postpone a decision on sponsoring a Peace Maker in 2020 until 

closer to this fall. 
 Heard the CARES SBA Loan was approved for $98,000. The money will be 

used for utilities, pension costs, and salaries and about $90,000 of the loan is 
expected to be forgiven. Trinity is required to maintain current staff and hours 
until the end of June to meet the requirements of the loan. 

 Learned of M&O and Children’s ministries collection of sandwiches for  
      Cathedral Kitchen and food items for the Cherry Hill Food Pantry. 
 Approved e-voting and virtual meeting guidelines. 
 Reviewed March finances and noted: offering income under budget by $1,437, 

expenses under by $19,168. Many members have started using EasyTithe to 
pay their pledge.  

 Shared prayer concerns and prayer. 
 
***Current minutes are stored in the church library*** 

A Moment for Music... 
 
Each week I am making a 
“Moment for Music”  
segment for our YouTube  
channel for the kids at  
Trinity.  I am giving a  
truncated choir rehearsal  
virtually utilizing the  
concepts and rehearsal tools 
we do each week.  It has 
been a lot of fun working on 

the material and thinking outside of the box.  Many thanks to those of 
you who have watched it and a HUGE thank you to editing genius, 
Susan Bastnagel, for helping me put it all together. Tune in for a new 
video each Thursday! 
 
-Miss Lisa 
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Dear Friends, 
Thank you for another great year of children’s choirs at Trinity and what a year  
2019-2020 has been! I am thankful for the music we have made and the music you will 
continue to make! 
 
While we have had some loss in music making, I am hopeful we will be able to put on our 
musical Moses and the Freedom Fanatics when we return to church as a large group. I wish 
you all good health, peaceful lives and bountiful blessings. Rejoice in the music that is  
inside of you.  You are important and You are LOVED!            
 
~ Miss Lisa 

 

Camrynn Curl lives in Evesham and started singing 

when she was 7. Camrynn also likes riding her bike and  
doing art.  Camrynn’s favorite ice cream is strawberry and 
her favorite food is chicken. Camrynn loves to play games 
with her family. Camrynn’s favorite part of Trinity is “just 
being there with the people I love.” Camrynn’s favorite time 
to sing in church is “the musical because we work hard and 
have fun.” During this quarantine, Camrynn has enjoyed 
doing quarantine crafts with her family. 

 Rebecca Strobel lives in Somerdale. Rebecca has 4  

siblings – Emily is 25, Connor is 19, Hannah is 15 and Alaynna 
is 8. Rebecca started singing in choir when she was 4. Rebecca 
also plays basketball and softball, likes to bike, play video 
games, sing, bake and cook.  Her favorite ice cream is raspberry 
chocolate chip and her favorite food is sushi. Rebecca likes to 
have movie night after dinner with her family. Her favorite part 
of Trinity church is the stained glass windows and her favorite 
time to sing in church is “during Christmas because that is when 
we sing the most songs.” During this quarantine, Rebecca has 
enjoyed doing school work, playing games, having a catch and 
trying new recipes. 
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Care ‘n Share 
Care n Share has been closed since March 19.  As of this writing the State of NJ is 
just opening up.  We don't know how this will  affect the thrift shop.  Right now we 
have about 40 bins of summer clothing. When we do  open, we will be asking you 
to hold on to your donations of clothing and housewares until further  
notice.  Keep looking for updates on Trinity's web and Work and Worship. 
 
The good news is that we have $10,500 to donate out to local missions. The steering 
committee has suggested the following: 
 
$1,500 to Trinity's Senior Highs for Summer work trip 
$5,500 to Cherry Hill Food Pantry and Outreach Council 
$2,000 to Urban Promise 
$500 to Volunteers of America for Anna Sample House (Camden) 
$500 to West Jersey Presbytery Food Program 
$500 To Caring Hearts(HIV families) 
 
The Session Committee of Mission and Outreach and the PW Board are in the process of approving these  
donations.  Again, these monetary donations are possible because of your generous donations of clothing and 
housewares. 

Care ‘n Share 

 

Attention, Trinity Young Adults! 

During this time of physically being apart, Trinity's young adult 
group, BASIC (Brothers and Sisters in Christ) has been staying 
together virtually through the magic of Zoom! Join us as we have 
video Bible studies, catch up with each other, and have times of 
wonderful fellowship. Meetings have been held every other  
Monday night. For more information reach out to: 
 
Kurt at ktgoetz@comcast.net or  
Rev. Sarah at sarah.craven@trinpres.org  
 
We'd love to see you! 

 

Virtual Coffee Hour 
Miss seeing all of your Trinity friends and catching up 
over a cup of coffee or lemonade at Coffee Hour? Join us 
for Virtual Coffee Hour every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 10:30am. Members from 2 to 90 years old have 
jumped on! Kids and families are joyfully welcomed. 
 
We gather together on Zoom at 10:30am, and once  
everyone has signed on, we split into breakout groups of 
about ten to catch up.  It's a great way to see familiar faces 
or even have the opportunity to get to know different  
Trinity members.  We finish around 11:15am with  
everyone together again and a short prayer to send us out 
for the rest of our Sundays.  
 
Since this meeting is for Trinity members only, the link will not be posted to the website. Instead to join 
please click the link in your Trinity virtual & coffee hour email or contact Pastor Sarah at, 
sarah.craven@trinpres.org for the link. Hope to see you there! 

mailto:ktgoetz@comcast.net
mailto:sarah.craven@trinpres.org


5 

 

Sharing Stories 
 

Trinity Members have managed to stay active in missions even in quarantine! If you or  
someone you know has a story of sharing please send an email to alysia.sieh@trinpres.org so 

that we may include it in Tidings. Sharing stories is a great way for us all to inspire one  
another as well as get ideas of how we may stay connected or get in involved.  

 

 
 
Masks for Nursing Home Residents  
Louisa Tilsner is using her fabric scraps for making masks for nursing 
homes and has made over a 3 digit number with orders still to fill. She 
even made some for residents with hearing aids which have a band to 
go around the head to avoid tangling with the hearing aid wires. The 
masks are so colorful and have such pretty prints. She puts a sticker on 
the bag and a note saying stay well inside the bag! 
 
 
 

 
 

I Was Hungry.... 
 

Thank you everyone for your generous donations to our Stay-at-Home Mission! 
Working together over our three donation days, Trinity members and friends have 
donated nearly 3,000 sandwiches for the guests of Cathedral Kitchen! 
 

The most recent donation on May 14th included more than 1,100 homemade  
sandwiches, cases of bottled water, fresh fruit, and boxes and boxes of snacks, as 
well as 444 pounds of food and groceries! 
 

A huge thank you to Eric Waraas and his drop-off and delivery crew: Hersch  
Craven, Katie Carboni, Jenny Stark, Nancy Roberts, and Elissa Goss. They’ve 
made sure that Trinity can safely collect and deliver your donations! 
 

 
Jesus was very clear about why we are called to care for our neighbors; he said, 
in part, "'For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink' . . . . Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you  
something to drink?’ . . . . The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.’ (Matthew 25: 35, 37, 40) 
 

Let's keep it going! Let's continue to help our neighbors and serve Christ with 
each sandwich we make and each bottle of water or can of food we give. Our 
next scheduled collection/donation dates are Thursday May 28th, June 11th, and 
25th, from 10 am to 12 Noon. Check our website at trinpres.org for  
sandwich-making and drop-off details! 
 

 
(The Marcelli girls joining in on the sandwich making mission) 

http://trinpres.org/
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Finance and Stewardship  
 

CARES Act– Benefits of Giving 
 
The Finance and Stewardship Committee would like to update you on some provisions in the CARES 
Act, recently passed by Congress and signed into law by the President.  For anyone who wants to  
support Trinity Presbyterian Church, or any other charities, there are some changes that might benefit 
you: 
  

 You can now deduct up to 100% of your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) for charitable  
contributions.  Formerly, an individual could deduct up to 60% of their AGI for charitable deductions 
of cash.  The CARES Act lifts that restriction, so that an individual can deduct up to 100% of their 
AGI for the tax year 2020.  Also, any contribution in excess of total AGI may be carried forward for 
up to five additional years. This may not be used to fund Donor Advised Funds. 
 
 If you don’t itemize your income tax deductions, you can now deduct up to $300 in charitable  
donations.  Previously, only those who itemized were able to use a charitable deduction.  With this 
Act, for the tax year, an individual will be able to deduct up to $300, even if they don’t itemize. This 
deduction can be used for contributions only of cash (not stock) made to qualified charitable  
organizations. 
  
Please understand that this information is not meant to provide tax, legal or accounting advice by 
Trinity Presbyterian Church.  This has been prepared for informational purposes only. You should 
consult your own tax, legal and/or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction decision. 
 
Thank You– Finance & Stewardship Committee 

 
Thank You for Giving... 
 

Although we are not able to have in-person church 
services right now, if you are able, please remember 
to continue your giving so our church finances don’t  
suffer too much during this time. We are grateful for 
your commitment to Trinity’s ministry, especially in 
these difficult days when the needs are even greater.  
 
Giving online is the best way to have your donation go right into the church’s checking account.  
EasyTithe.com/trinpres is our  online giving program. It’s very easy to log on and use a credit card 
or your checking account to keep up with your giving.  If you have any difficulty, I can walk you 
through it.  
 
The other way is to mail your checks to the church. We are receiving mail as office staff is in  
during normal office hours, Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm. I’m able to make deposits remotely so that 
we can still support our staff, programs, building, and our many missions.   
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for giving.  
 
- Debby Talbott, Treasurer 
Debby.Talbott @trinpres.org , 856-630-0399   
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Stay Connected!  
 

Connect with Trinity: 
 

 
Web: www.trinpres.org 

 
 

Email: trinpres@trinpres.org 
 

Phone: 856-428-2050 
 

Facebook: Facebook.com/trinpres 
 
 

Instagram: Instagram.com/trinpres 
 
 

Mailing Address: 499 Route 70 East,  
Cherry Hill, NJ, 08034 

 
 

Ways of Connecting with Trinity 
 
 
Virtual Worship– Check our website every Sunday for our Virtual Worship services. 
 
Phone Calls & Email– We are here for you! Call or email the Church Office, Monday-Thursday, 9am-4pm. 
Pastors will also be making calls and reaching out to you. 
 
Website– Visit our website to stay up-to-date with all happenings at Trinity, the scrolling web banner at the 
top of the page will link you to our most important information. 
 
Eblasts– Check your inbox (and spam folders) for up-to-date Trinity news. 
 
Facebook– Our Facebook site will also keep you informed. This is also where you can post comments and 
share photos! 
 
YouTube Videos– Check out our Virtual Worship videos but also videos of past musical performances and 
congregants sharing what makes Trinity such a great place to worship! 
 
Instagram– Trinity now has an Instagram page! Follow us in this new venture on Instagram at @trinpres.  
 
Prayer Wall– Do you know you can post prayer requests to our website? Look for more information to come 
on just how to do this.  
 
Zoom Groups– Many groups at Trinity are connecting through zoom– it’s like a giant FaceTime session for 
a whole group of people! It can be done through a computer or phone– check with your group leaders to see if 
they are offering this.  

 
*Please check with your group leaders to see if any Trinity groups will be  

meeting online in June* 

 



8 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA) 
499 Route 70 East 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462 

Next Tidings deadline is June 15 for July Issue 

Virtual  
Worship: 
 
9:30am 
 
Sunday  
Mornings 
in June 
 

 


