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Choosing Life in Lent 
 
I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and 
your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to 
him; for that means life to you  
Deuteronomy 30:19-20b 
 
Two Sundays before we began our Lenten journey to Easter, we heard the conclusion of 
Moses sermon that comprises the majority of the Book of Deuteronomy. Moses cautions 
the Israelites to “Choose life!” 
 
Since I arrived 12 years ago, I have encouraged us to use Lent as a time not only to give 
up something, but also to take up something. This year, I’m heeding my own advice. I 
have decided to try to talk with an old friend each day of the Lenten season. To  
accomplish this goal, I began several weeks ago emailing and texting people with whom I 
have not spoken in years. This means my contacting old friends with whom our contact 
has been limited to Christmas cards or sporadic messages on Facebook or WhatsApp.  
 
Finding fifty or so people who I haven’t had a conversation with in ten, twenty, or even 
thirty years is a bit daunting. It has taken time and effort to set this plan into motion and 
then coordinate the conversations so that there’s only one phone call per day. So why do 
it? Wouldn’t giving up chocolate or soda have been easier? The answer is: yes. So why 
go to that effort?  
 
It’s personal. It’s about me being in my late 50’s and wanting to reconnect with people 
who have touched my life. It’s also about me believing what I preach: that the Christian 
life is about relationships. If Lent is a time to be more attentive to what should  
characterize everyday Christian living, then working to be in touch with old friends is a 
good way—for me, at least—to recommit to working on being in relationship...with God, 
with myself, with others. This is my Lenten way of choosing life.  
 
When I peached on Deuteronomy 30, many of you mentioned how much you liked the 
list I read at the end of the sermon. It was a list of some very ordinary and some very holy 
things that we might could do as part of our Lenten discipline. That list can be found in 
the back of this issues of Tidings; I hope it helps you find something to “take up” so as to 
deepen your following of Christ Jesus.  
 
Pray for my conversations with my old friends and be assured that I’m praying for your 

Lenten disciplines. If we each “take up” some small thing for the sake of 
Christ, we will have every reason to be... 
 
Hoping Big, 
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Trinity News and Notes 
 

In Memoriam 
 

William F. (Bill) Schacht 
United with Trinity February 22, 1959; Died January 31, 2020 

 
Robert B. Schrader 

United with Trinity March 3, 1996; Died February 12, 2020 
 

Sympathies 
We extend our sympathies to Jan Schacht on the death of her  husband, Bill 
Schacht; to Greg and Melanie Faulkner on the death of Greg’s mother, Grace 
Faulkner; to Lisa and Tom Huber on the death of Lisa’s mother, Lila Schwartz; to 
Bill and Michele Strobel and family on the death of Bill’s mother, Judith Smith; 
and to Carolyn Schrader on the death of her husband, Bob Schrader. 
 

Session Update 
At its stated meeting on February 3, 2019, the Session: 
 Welcomed the new class of Elders and dismissed the class of 2019 
 Approved the 3/22/2020 baptism of  Parker Stockwell Delaney 
 Approved Trinity as a permanent collection site for non-profit, “BookSmiles” 

Discussed 101 Mission Ideas 
 Approved up to $4,000 capital expenditure to provide high quality security 

measures recommended by the Security Task Force 
 Approved the 2020 Annual Budget 
 Reviewed membership and attendance data and confirmed Member Count of 

654 
 Planned for an upcoming Elder/Deacon one day retreat 
 Discussed Presbytery Report, including update on decrease from 7 to 4 Pres-

byteries. 
 Offered prayers for our congregation and the world. 
- Jenny Stark, Clerk of Session 

 

Moses and the Freedom Fanantics! 
Children’s Musical 

Sunday, March 15th, 
9:30am 

 
Please come support our  

children and all the hard work 
they have put into this worship 

service.  
 

We hope to see you there! 
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Trinity’s Music News 
 

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY! 
 

 

           Adult Choir Rehearsal  
                   Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

 

Adult Bell Rehearsal 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm  

 

         Children’s Rehearsals 
                Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;   

             Thursday 4:30-5:00pm 
            Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade;  

             Thursday 5:00-5:40pm 
                          Team Choir – 3d, 4th, and 5th grade;  
                                    Thursday 5:40-6:20pm 

Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm 
 

Youth Rehearsals  
 Youth Choir – 6th -12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am 
Youth Bell Ensemble 6th -12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon 

 

Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade;  
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced 

 

Trinity Band and  
Mahalo Ukulele Band 
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced 

 
Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,  

Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more  
information. 

 



5 

 



6 

 

Church School  

 

One Great Hour of Sharing & Palm Sunday Celebration 
Children’s Ministries – Once again this year, our children in Church 
School are participating in our One Great Hour of Sharing program. 
Today, the children are receiving their offering boxes. We will collect 
them on Palm Sunday, April 5 at the beginning of the church  
worship service. So find one of our  children, get out your  spare 
change, and support this endeavor that helps those in need. 
 

Also on April 5, we are continuing our Palm Sunday Celebration this year and we will have crafts and 
snacks for the children after the service in the Anteroom. So come to worship, watch the children take part 
in a “giving” project, and have a cup of coffee while the children do crafts. Sounds like a perfect morning! 
 
Starting on Palm Sunday April 5, we will start collecting personal hygiene products to send to the  
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program.  Donations of the following items is requested:  
Hand towels, washcloths, nail clippers, bars of soap, toothbrushes (in packaging), and Band-Aids. 
Containers will be available in Fellowship Hall and Witherspoon for your donations.  Once the items are  
collected, our children will take part in the making of the packages that are sent.  This is not only a  
congregational effort, but it is another way that our children participate in a service project.  The Children’s 
Ministries committee thanks you for your support! 
 
Save the Date! The Family Fun Fest will take place on Sunday, May 3rd after the worship service. Food, 
games, cupcake contest, and more!  Stay tuned for more details to come next month.  

 

Trinity Nursery School News 
 
We are transforming our classrooms and hallways from hearts and Valentine’s to 
St. Patrick’s Day and SPRING!!  We will be happy to shed winter coats, mittens 
and hats and play outside in our playground every morning and afternoon! We are 
all eagerly awaiting the spring flowers we planted as bulbs in the fall.  We see 
small sprouts as we walk to and from the playground on our sunny winter days.  
We will soon see flowers, frogs, birds and butterflies inside and outside.  Our  
caterpillars will arrive soon and we will watch them grow, build a chrysalis and 
transform into a beautiful butterfly!  It is a Trinity tradition to release the  
butterflies in our spring garden and watch them enjoy the pretty flowers we plant 
on Earth Day as a school. 
 
Please schedule your tour to learn about our Preschool programs at Trinity Nursery School.  We are enrolling 
for the upcoming 2020-21 school year and would love to show you around our beautiful school.  We will 
offer our parent/child Toddler Time, 2.5 year old class, two and three day 3 year old class, and four or five 
day 4 year old class.  We also have afternoon enrichment 3 days  week until 1:30 pm. Our “Early Bird” and 
“Lunch Bunch” programs offer another way to extend your child’s school day to accommodate your work 
schedule.  I look forward to hearing from you at marina.pappas@trinpres.org or 856-795-3123. 
Marina Pappas, Director 

mailto:marina.pappas@trinpres.org
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Trinity’s Teens and Tweens (6th-12th grades)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On February 9th Mixers and Mission went out to R&M Boarding Home to bring a bit of love and cheer to the 
residents before Valentine's Day.  The residents are always so happy and thankful for the lunch our youth 
serve and the fun of bingo.  We were also happy to hand out socks and soap that the Priscilla Circle had been 
collecting over the year to each resident.  While this is our last service event for the year, we are looking  
forward to our third annual Scavenger Hunt on April 19th, which is filled with lots of laughter. So don't  
forget to mark your calendars! 

Next Mixer: 
4/19/20– 12pm- Lunch at Trinity followed by Scavenger Hunt. 

DO YOU USE YOUR PLEDGE ENVELOPES? 
 
If you do, great! No need to do anything… your box of envelopes will be delivered to church in 
December for 2021, same as always. 
 
IF YOU DON’T NEED OR USE YOUR ENVELOPES PLEASE HELP US SAVE THE CHURCH 
MONEY AND HAVE LESS WASTE AT THE SAME TIME. 
 
Every year I throw away over 100 boxes just on numbers that aren’t being used. I have a way now to 
send in a list of only the numbers needed. This will save Trinity hundreds of dollars. I need to send in 
this sheet by the end of March. 
 
If you are on EasyTithe or never use your envelopes, please let me know if you don’t want envelope 
boxes for 2021 and I will not have one ordered for  you. If you pay your  pledge annually or  send in  
checks from your bank automatically and don’t need envelopes, please let me know. 
 
THERE ARE 3 WAYS YOU CAN LET ME KNOW YOU DON’T NEED A PLEDGE BOX: 
1. On March 15th and 22nd there will be a sheet in the church bulletin to fill out and put in the 
offering plate only if you don’t want a box. 
2. Send me an email at Debby.Talbott@trinpres. org 
3. Call the church and leave a message at 856-428-2050 
 
Your number will stay the same even if you don’t want a box. Please remember the special offerings. 
You can use Easy Tithe to pay Per Capita, Session, Deacons, and other Special Offerings. You can also 
write it in a memo of your check, and I will make sure it goes to the right place. 
Thank you for helping me to only order pledge boxes that are needed! 
-Debby Talbott, Treasurer 
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Mission and Outreach 
 

Homeless Hospitality Network 

Mission:  From November to May, twelve homeless men are housed 
in participating congregations. They are provided with warm meals, a safe 
place to sleep, and caring fellowship and support.  The men attend  
counseling classes on money management, jobs, interpersonal and basic 
computer skills as well as drug and alcohol support groups. 
  
Date:  Sunday March 29 -- Sunday April 5th 
  
Where:  We share this mission program with St. Andrew's Methodist Church in Cherry Hill.  The men will be 
housed at St. Andrew's for two weeks.  Trinity will supply overnight and social hosts and meals the second 
week: March 29 to April 5. 
  
Who can help?  Everyone.  
  
 How can you help? There are a variety of ways: 

Serve as an over-night host--We need two Trinity men on each night.  Grab a friend and share the  
mission! 
Serve as a social host--watch a game, shoot the breeze, play some cards with the guys. 
Serve a home cooked meal-we need--2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 7 dinners. 
Shop or donate food for weekday packed lunches. 
Drive the men to AA or NA meetings (usually Thursday evenings)--we need 2-3 drivers 
Organize a Social Event (Movie, Bowling, Shopping, Sport Event, Game Night) 
Laundry Day--Drivers needed on Saturday morning 

  
Trinity has a long-standing relationship with IHOC and the Homeless Hospitality Program.  For many years, 
members of Trinity have generously given their time and talents to this program. Your love and support 
can help rebuild lives. We ask that you prayerfully consider helping this year. 
 
For more information about IHOC, visit their new web site: 
http://www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org/ or look for their monthly newsletter on the Trinity 
Mission board (across from our library) 
 
Please visit the Mission & Outreach Table in Fellowship Hall for sign-ups and more information beginning 
March 1st.  Contact Jenny Stark (wcarboni@aol.com / 609-680-6090) or Eric Waraas (ewaraas@gmail.com / 
856-465-1016) for more information. 
 

 
 

http://www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org/
mailto:wcarboni@aol.com
mailto:ewaraas@gmail.com
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Care ‘n Share 
Care n Share will be starting 
our half price sale on  
Saturday, March 7 and  
continue Tuesday, March 10 
and Thursday, March 12.  
Also on Thursday is our $3 
bag sale on clothing; half pr ice on everything else! 
 
We will be closed to customers the following week 
(March 17th & 19th) in order  to switch to spr ing/
summer items. 
 
Donations may be brought in on Tuesday& Thursday 
as we will be there working, 10 am to 1 pm. 
 
We will re-open March 24th. 
 
Please do not bring in any winter clothing as we have 
limited storage. All housewares welcome!  Please 
make sure all items are clean & serviceable. 
 
Thank you for all of your great “stuff”! 
New volunteers always welcome!  
 
 

Library Corner 
 
EDUCATED 
By Tara Westover 
 
Tara was born to a survivalist  
family in the mountains of  
Idaho. They prepared all her life for 
the end of the world by stockpiling  
home-canned peaches and sleeping 
with preparations to "head for the 
hills."   The children were not  

allowed to go to public school.  The family was so 
isolated from mainstream society that there was no 
one to ensure the children received an education.   
 
Tara loved her family, but she also loved learning 
from books. An older brother used to study in his 
room, so Tara started hanging out in there to 
study. When her brother taught himself enough to 
leave home, he was able to qualify to enter college, 
then brought home news of the outside world. Tara 
decided to try for a new kind of life, so she taught 
herself enough to take the ACT test and was admitted 
to Brigham Young University. Her quest for 
knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans  
 

and across continents to Harvard and Cambridge  
universities.  
 
"Educated" is an account of the struggle for  
self-invention, of trying to find a place for oneself in 
the world without losing the connection to family. It 
shines a light on a part of our country we too often 
overlook.  "Educated" has a rousing Endorsement 
form J. D. VANCE, author of "Hillbilly Elegy." 
 
CHILDREN'S CORNER 
March 2nd is the birthday of the wonderful  
Dr. Seuss.  Many years ago Dr. Seuss took 220 words, 
rhymed them, and turned them into THE CAT IN 
THE HAT.  From this  magical beginning came an 
entire new world to encourage children to read - all by 
themselves. This month we are featuring two of 
his well-read books:   
 
 
 
FOX IN SOCKS 
 
Read this aloud to see how smart 
your tongue is. This is a tricky 
fox! 
 
 
 

 
THE BUTTER BATTLE BOOK 
 
Grandpa takes his grandson out 
to the Wall that separates the 
Yooks from the Zooks! The 
Zooks eat their bread with the 
butter side down, so Grandpa 
has appointed himself to keep 
an eye on them, since the Yooks 
eat their bread, butter side 

up.  He's s the Zook Watching Border Patrol. 
 
A great adventure for his grandson.  ENJOY! 
 
 
 
 

 

Care ‘n Share 
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COLLECTION OF MOTHERS MATTER ITEMS TO BEGIN THIS MONTH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s that time of year again!  Time to collect health and beauty items for the Mother’s Day gift basket  
project sponsored by the Lauren Rose Albert Foundation (LRAF).  Mothers Matter assembles gift packages 
filled with women’s health and beauty care products and then distributes them to women facing difficult 
challenges.  Packages are delivered to women’s shelters, children’s pediatric hospital wards and centers, 
day care centers and facilities or agencies such as Ronald McDonald House, Mercy Hospice, My Sister’s 
Place, Memorial Veterans Home and other groups.  Each gift carries the message that “Mothers Matter” 
and for many, this is their only Mother’s Day present.  LRAF has also added “comfort” gift bags into the 
program that are distributed to Virtua/Fox Chase Cancer Program and MD Anderson Cancer Center at 
Cooper. 
 
Some of the Trinity PW Circles will be collecting for Mothers Matter gift baskets at their March meetings.  
In addition, there will be a large basket at Church located between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall 
(underneath the PW Bulletin Board) for donated items.  We appreciate the support of all Church  
members. The basket will be there dur ing March and until Apr il 5. 
 
Here are the items that can be donated: shampoo & conditioner, body wash-scrub, body spray, body lotion, 
scented soap, lipstick, nail polish, eye shadow, mascara, eye liner/brow pencil, mesh sponges/puffs, 
foot and hand care products. The highlighted items are in demand.  The products need to be new and  
unopened (no sample sizes except Bath & Body Works Products of any size).  The “comfort” gift bags 
also include warm and fuzzy socks and unscented lotions. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity!  Anyone interested in coming with PW members to help  
assemble the baskets at their headquarters in Sewell is welcome to join us.  We will arrange a date in April.  
It’s a great volunteer activity!  Any questions, please contact Jan Caffrey at (856) 667-3687 or 
jancaff@verizon.net. 

Living Fearlessly!  
 
Thirty-four woman gathered together on February 1st 
at the Wiley Retirement Community Center learning 
how to “Live Fearlessly”. This Trinity PW One-Day 
Retreat was facilitated by our own Reverend Sarah 
Craven. The day was full of inspirational teachings 
and wonderful fellowship with friends, old and new. 
We learned that God alone can empower you with 
courage and take away the fears that can hold you 
back. By the end of our day together, we all left  
feeling grateful and very inspired! 

mailto:jancaff@verizon.net
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PW March 2020 Circle Meetings 

 

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2020 
 

Deborah              1pm   Betty Young 

Priscilla               1pm    Jenny Stark 

Ruth                    7pm   Karen Kain 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2020 
 

Shiphrah              7pm   TBD 

Rebekah               7pm   TBD 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020 
 

Miriam                  9:30 am  Witherspoon 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020 
 

Esther                   11:00am  Witherspoon 

 

New York Bus Trip 
 
Enjoy the excitement and energy of New York City without the transportation hassles. The semi-annual New 
York bus trip, sponsored by Trinity’s PW, returns on Wednesday, April 22. Trinity members and friends are 
invited to create their own New York adventure by participating in this transportation only bus trip to New 
York.  Pick up will be from the Trinity parking lot at 8:00 a.m. and return to Trinity will be in the 7:30-8:00 
p.m. range. Whether you decide to tour a museum, catch a show, sight-see, or shop, you will have an  
enjoyable day. 
 
The price of this transportation only trip to New York is $35.  Ticket sales for the bus trip began on Sunday, 
February 23, and will continue through the month of March or  until the bus is filled.   
 
Look for the ticket table in Fellowship Hall after the 9:30 service.  Money or checks made will be due at the 
time of sign up.  Checks should be made out to Trinity Presbyterian Church, memo: PW Bus Trip. 
If you have any question, call Bonnie Jones at 856-983-1197 or Linda Thorpe at 856-428-6233. 
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February 2020
Sun

 

2 
Communion 
9:30am
Sr. High Breakfast
10:30am
Ukuleles 11:30am 

9 
Congregational
Meeting 10:30am
Deacon’s 11:15am
Mixers & Mission 
11:30am

16 

23 
Adult Ed
Land 11am
Esther 11am 



14 

 



15 

 

SUNDAY 
9:30 Worship Service 
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6 
10:50 Youth Choir 
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon 
11:30am Youth Bells 
7 pm Senior  High Fellowship (SHF) -    
Witherspoon 
 
MONDAY 
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon 
7:30 BASIC– 2nd and 4th Monday of Month 

TUESDAY 
10 am-1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 
6:15 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon 
6:30pm Adult Bells 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room 
7:30 pm Adult Choir  

THURSDAY 
10 am–1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop 
12 pm Alzheimer ’s Support Group— 
6:30  pm AA, Witherspoon  
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon  
 
 
Thursday Children’s Choirs 
     4:30-5:00 pm  Cher ub Choir  
     5:00-5:40 pm  Carol Choir  
     5:40-6:20 pm  TEAM Choir  
     6:20-6:50 pm  TEAM Bells 

March 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Communion 
9:30am 
TCCS  
4pm 

2 
 
 
 
 
Session 7pm 

3 4 
Soup and 
Sound 
12pm 
Bible Study 
1pm 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
Soup and 
Sound 
12pm 
Bible Study 
1pm 

12 13 14 
Kids Choir  
Rehearsal & 
Pizza Party 
9am-12pm 

15 
Children’s  
Musical 9:30am 

16 17  
St. Patrick's 
Day 

18 
Soup and 
Sound 
12pm 
Bible Study 
1pm 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 
Soup and 
Sound 
12pm 
Bible Study 
1pm 

26 27 28 
Progressive 
Dinner 
6pm 

29 
Homeless  
Hospitality  
Begins 
 

30 31    * Please see  
Page 11 for PW 
Circle Times 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA) 
499 Route 70 East 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462 

Next Tidings deadline is March 15 for  April Issue 


