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The Sanctuary of Our Homes... 
I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.  
Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.  
Psalm 122:1-2 
 
I have always liked these verses. For the last three decades, I’ve sometimes spoken 
these words in calling congregations to worship. These scriptural words speak to 
the joy of coming into the sanctuary to offer praise and prayer. How glad I will be 
when it is said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” That day has not  
arrived, yet.   
 
For the time being, we will continue to follow the governor’s guidelines and not 
gather for in-person worship. What we will do is to continue to prepare virtual 
worship services and other offerings via social media. You can find links for all of 
these on our website at trinpres.org or at Trinity’s YouTube channel. Your very 
positive response to what our team has given has been gratifying for me and all 
involved. I join you all in giving thanks for Alene and Burt Bowen, Susan  
Bastnagel, Bonnie Jones; each has played a key part in our virtual offerings since 
we began to shelter-in-place.  
 
The ancient Israelites would sing the 122nd Psalm as they moved into the temple 
in Jerusalem—the house of the Lord—for their worship. We know how beautiful 
an experience that is...coming together to offer our praise and prayers as a  
community of faith. Of course, the early church gathered in homes for worship 
long before we began to build church buildings. Until we can move from our 
home sanctuaries to the Trinity sanctuary, please avail yourself of our virtual  
worship. Continue to meet as groups via Zoom and other platforms. Continue to 
call one another and encourage each other. If you have not heard from one of us 
on the worship team, you will soon. If I can be of a help to you, I hope you will let 
me know.  
 
For now, I am here for you. Our staff is here for you. We are here for one another. 
And every week—until we “go into the house of the Lord” together, we will enter 
the sanctuary of our 
homes to worship with 
one another virtually. 
That gives me good  
reason to keep... 
 
Hoping Big, 
 
Gregory  
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Session Update 
At its stated meeting on March 30, 2020, the Session: 
 
 Discussed plans for “Virtual Services” during the Easter season.  
 Expressed gratitude to those involved in filming these services. 
 Examined the new Church policy that allows virtual Communion in churches 

that wish to participate. Session voted to not approve participation in virtual 
Communion. 

 Learned that the Deacons had cancelled the April Red Cross Blood Drive.    
 Discussed establishing written policies for electronic Session meetings and  
      e-votes. 
 Approved Tr inity to request a grant from the WJP for  local Hunger   
      Assistance. 
 Discussed the negative impact of the mandatory emergency shutdown on 

church finances. 
 Heard that the church office is open Monday-Thursday. The office staff is 

working reduced hours. The church has been able to maintain full pay.  
 Learned that funds may be available to help maintain current staffing under the 

CARES Act Stimulus Package. More research is needed.  
 Approved easement agreement with NJDOT giving temporary  
      construction easement to access Trinity property during the construction on    
      Route 70. 
 Prayed for Trinity members, friends, and the world. 

 
*** Did you know that the complete Session Minutes can be found in the Church 
Library? *** 

A Moment for Music... 
 
Each week I am making a 
“Moment for Music”  
segment for our YouTube  
channel for the kids at  
Trinity.  I am giving a  
truncated choir rehearsal  
virtually utilizing the  
concepts and rehearsal tools 
we do each week.  It has 

been a lot of fun working on the material and thinking outside of the 
box.  Many thanks to those of you who have watched it and a HUGE 
thank you to editing genius, Susan Bastnagel, for helping me put it all 
together. Tune in for a new video each Thursday! 
 
-Miss Lisa 
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Church School  

 
 

Trinity Fun For Children of All Ages! 
 
Just because we are staying at home doesn’t mean, we can’t learn a bit about the bible and join in 

some fun! Every week Pastor Sarah invites everyone to join in an adventure- it may be a Scavenger 
Hunt, Easter Egg Hunt, or Homemade Crafts using things around your home.  Don’t miss out on 

sharing the fun with your Trinity family and getting to know something new about the Bible or each 

other! You never know what will come next!  If you’ve missed the adventures so far, make sure you 

like Trinity’s page on FB or our new Instagram account: @trinpres.   

 

 

 

 

Commissioning and Senior Highs 
Zoom, Zoom, Zoom- Makes My Heart Go Vroom, Vroom, Vroom! 

 
Little did I know that a song from a futuristic Disney Channel 
Movie I watched in my youth would become my theme song for 
Spring 2020.  While it has been difficult to be unable to see our 
youth in person on Wednesday nights for Commissioning and on 
Sundays for Youth Group, Zoom has allowed us to continue our 
programming and stay connected with one another in this time.  
Our 7th and 8th Graders finished their classes on April 15th just as 
we’d originally planned, and we now can’t wait till we can come 

together when it is safe to do so and celebrate all the hard work our 8th graders have put in over the 
last two years with Commissioning Sunday! 
 
Youth Group will continue to meet virtually on Sunday nights at 7pm. It has been a great way to 
support one another and share a few laughs when we can’t be in person.  If you know a youth who 
hasn’t been able to jump on the call yet, they are welcome to join any time.  The more the merrier! 
 
-Pastor Sarah 
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Homeless Hospitality 
 

 
 

 
 
IHOC/Homeless Hospitality went ahead as 
planned! Thank you to all who helped make 
this year’s IHOC week a success in spite of 
the lock down. Please continue to pray for 
the men: from back left: Daryl and Mike, 
front left: Charles, Kevin (St. Andrew’s), and 
Bryant.  

Trinity Nursery School News 

 
We have all had a very different spring 2020 than we ever could have 
imagined!  Despite our untimely closing due to the Covid-19 virus, 
our Trinity Nursery School community has maintained a close circle 
of togetherness through virtual meetings, Facebook group sharing, 
and weekly digital learning packets! 
 
We are gearing up for our 2020-21 school year at Trinity Nursery 
School. We will offer classes in the morning for toddlers, 2 1/2, 3, 
and 4 year olds. While we are closed, I will be registering our new 
and returning families through email.  We have openings for the  
upcoming school year and will be offering tour as soon as we can  
reopen Trinity. 
 
We are tending our flowers to make it a welcome place for butterflies 
to live and grow!  Mrs. Bean is going to transplant the sunflowers 
seedlings into our Garden and the Church gardens so we will have 
giant sunflowers in the fall! 
 
-Marina Pappas, Nursery School Director  
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PW May Virtual Meetings 
 
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2020 

Priscilla Circle         1pm       Marguerite Houck— Moderator     
Ruth  Circle              7pm       Susan Bastnagel & Nancy Roberts— 
         Moderator 
 

TUESDAY MAY 19, 2020 

Rebekah Circle        7:30pm   Louisa Tilsner-Coffin—Moderator 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2020 

Esther Circle  11:00am  Linda Craven— Moderator 
 

 

Care ‘n Share 
Care ‘n Share has been closed for 7 weeks due to the  Covid- 19 quarantine. We were 
lucky to be able to have our half price & bag sale of our winter clothes before  
closing. The left over Winter clothes were donated to 2 local missions; Angels of 
God in Pitman & New Covenant Ministry in Camden. 
 
Our spring/summer clothing has not been put out. Most likely we will be “skipping” 
our spring season!  In the meantime, please do not leave any clothing or 
housewares. We will decide in May the feasibility of opening. 
 
We will be deciding on our semi-annual monetary donation soon with prayerful consideration of current 
needs. Check the Trinity website for updates of our schedule .  Thanks again for your patience. 
 
Stay well! 

Care ‘n Share 

 
Attention, Trinity Young Adults! 
 
During this time of physically being apart, Trinity's young 
adult group, BASIC (Brothers and Sisters in Christ) has been 
staying together virtually through the magic of Zoom! Join us 
as we have video Bible studies, catch up with each other, and 
have times of wonderful fellowship. Meetings have been held 
every other Monday night. For more information reach out to: 
 
Kurt at ktgoetz@comcast.net or  
Rev. Sarah at sarah.craven@trinpres.org  
 
We'd love to see you!  

mailto:ktgoetz@comcast.net


6 

 

 

Finance and Stewardship  
 

CARES Act– Benefits of Giving 
 
The Finance and Stewardship Committee would like to update you on some provisions in the CARES 
Act, recently passed by Congress and signed into law by the President.  For anyone who wants to  
support Trinity Presbyterian Church, or any other charities, there are some changes that might benefit 
you: 
  

 You can now deduct up to 100% of your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) for charitable  
contributions.  Formerly, an individual could deduct up to 60% of their AGI for charitable deductions 
of cash.  The CARES Act lifts that restriction, so that an individual can deduct up to 100% of their 
AGI for the tax year 2020.  Also, any contribution in excess of total AGI may be carried forward for 
up to five additional years. This may not be used to fund Donor Advised Funds. 
 
 If you don’t itemize your income tax deductions, you can now deduct up to $300 in charitable  
donations.  Previously, only those who itemized were able to use a charitable deduction.  With this 
Act, for the tax year, an individual will be able to deduct up to $300, even if they don’t itemize. This 
deduction can be used for contributions only of cash (not stock) made to qualified charitable  
organizations. 
  
Please understand that this information is not meant to provide tax, legal or accounting advice by 
Trinity Presbyterian Church.  This has been prepared for informational purposes only. You should 
consult your own tax, legal and/or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction decision. 
 
Thank You– Finance & Stewardship Committee 

 
Thank You for Giving... 
 

Although we are not able to have in-person church 
services right now, if you are able, please remember 
to continue your giving so our church finances don’t  
suffer too much during this time. We are grateful for 
your commitment to Trinity’s ministry, especially in 
these difficult days when the needs are even greater.  
 
Giving online is the best way to have your donation go right into the church’s checking account.  
EasyTithe.com/trinpres is our  online giving program. It’s very easy to log on and use a credit card 
or your checking account to keep up with your giving.  If you have any difficulty, I can walk you 
through it.  
 
The other way is to mail your checks to the church. We are receiving mail as office staff is in  
during normal office hours, Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm. I’m able to make deposits remotely so that 
we can still support our staff, programs, building, and our many missions.   
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for giving.  
 
- Debby Talbott, Treasurer 
Debby.Talbott @trinpres.org , 856-630-0399   
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Stay Connected!  
 

Connect with Trinity: 
 

 
Web: www.trinpres.org 

 
 

Email: trinpres@trinpres.org 
 

Phone: 856-428-2050 
 

Facebook: Facebook.com/trinpres 
 
 

Instagram: Instagram.com/trinpres 
 
 

Mailing Address: 499 Route 70 East,  
Cherry Hill, NJ, 08034 

 
 

Ways of Connecting with Trinity 
 
 
Virtual Worship– Check our website every Sunday for our Virtual Worship services. 
 
Phone Calls & Email– We are here for you! Call or email the Church Office, Monday-Thursday, 9am-4pm. 
Pastors will also be making calls and reaching out to you. 
 
Website– Visit our website to stay up-to-date with all happenings at Trinity, the scrolling web banner at the 
top of the page will link you to our most important information. 
 
Eblasts– Check your inbox (and spam folders) for up-to-date Trinity news. 
 
Facebook– Our Facebook site will also keep you informed. This is also where you can post comments and 
share photos! 
 
YouTube Videos– Check out our Virtual Worship videos but also videos of past musical performances and 
congregants sharing what makes Trinity such a great place to worship! 
 
Instagram– Trinity now has an Instagram page! Follow us in this new venture on Instagram at @trinpres.  
 
Prayer Wall– Do you know you can post prayer requests to our website? Look for more information to come 
on just how to do this.  
 
Zoom Groups– Many groups at Trinity are connecting through zoom– it’s like a giant FaceTime session for 
a whole group of people! It can be done through a computer or phone– check with your group leaders to see if 
they are offering this.  

 
*Please check with your group leaders to see if any Trinity groups will be  

meeting online in May* 
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