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The Horizon of Hope... 
 Looking back at previous editions of our November Tidings, I see that my 

article has usually had one theme: Thanksgiving, but not this November. This 

November seems different than most of the Novembers I can remember in 

my 53 years. 

  

While we all have much for which we can be thankful: family, friends, 

health, freedom. None of us can shake the underlying anxiety and unrest that 

have marked 2016 both within and outside our land. I have been tempted, as 

perhaps you have from time to time, to play the ostrich and put my head in 

the sand. Sometimes saying like Scarlett O’Hara, “I’ll think about that  

tomorrow; tomorrow is another day” feels easier than thinking about 

“that”—whatever the “that” might be for you in that particular moment. 

  

As you know very well, the ostrich approach is far from Biblical Christianity. 

One of the great—and challenging—things about the Biblical story is that it 

refuses to look from the hard, difficult parts of our world. In fact, God’s 

Word shows us over and over again that it is only by being utterly honest 

about the midnight-world of our lives that we can begin to fully realize the 

power of the light that does shine on  the horizon of our hope. 

  

Perhaps that deeply Biblical and therefore deeply hopeful attitude is what 

Fleming Rutledge will help us to more deeply embrace during this month’s 

Spiritual Renewal Weekend (November 18-20). Surely in this November our 

hearts need renewal and our minds need direction and that comes from  

taking some time to listen to God’s Word of truth; a Word that refuses to  

sugarcoat our reality but because there is no falseness about it, the Gospel is 

able to give us real, true, abiding, transformative hope. And hope in God 

doesn’t disappoint. 

  

Come be a part of our Spiritual Renewal Weekend this month, and learn the 

incredible power of facing the world’s wintry-night with Christ’s faithful 

promise of a new day’s dawn. If you will, I promise you all that we will have 

good reason to be... 

  

Hoping Big, Greg 
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Trinity’s Music News 
 

Adult Choir Rehearsal  
 Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

 

Adult Bell Rehearsal 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm  

 

Children’s Rehearsals 
 Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;  Thursday 

4:30-5:00pm 

Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade; Thursday  

5:00-5:40pm 

Team Choir – 3rd,  4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm 

Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm 

 

Youth Rehearsals  
 Youth Choir – 6th – 12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am 

Youth Bell Ensemble 6th-12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon 

 

Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade;  

 Rehearsal Dates to be Announced 

 

Trinity Band and Mahalo Ukulele Band 
 Rehearsal Dates to be Announced 

 

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY! 
Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,  

Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more information. 
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Session Update 

At its stated meeting on October 3, 2016, the Session: 

 

  Planned for discussions and updating of strategic plan. 

  Reviewed plans for youth and adult programming for the fall. 

 Heard a report from the most recent Presbytery meeting. 

  Discussed logistics for the fall Prayer Vigil and the Spiritual Retreat Weekend. 

  Noted that the mandated teacher background checks were well underway. 

  Reviewed finances and asked committees to begin budget creation for 2017. 

  Prayed for members and friends. 

 

Margery Sly, Clerk of Session 
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Trinity News and Notes 
 

 

In Memoriam 
Richard Cooper III 

United with Trinity June 9, 2014; Died October 8, 2016 
 

Sympathies…  
 

We extend our sympathies to Victoria and Tolga Ebiri and 
family on the death of Victoria's father, Richard Cooper. 

Membership 
Get to Know More about Trinity at the Next Membership 

Information Session – Sunday, November 6! 
 
New to Trinity? Are you a visitor who is  
interested in learning what it means to be a  
Presbyterian? Have you noticed all of the great 
things that are happening here and you’d like to 
get more involved?  Our next Membership  
Information Session will be held on Sunday,  

November 6, 2016 at 11:00 am.  At that time, 
The Rev. Greg Faulkner will talk about what it 

means to be a Presbyterian. He will also talk about all of the opportunities that 
Trinity offers.     
  
If you are interested in attending, please email sbastnagel@gmail.com or call her 
at 609-230-3556. We will be serving lunch, so it is important that we know who 
will be attending.  Babysitting will be provided if requested in advance. This is a 
great time for visitors (and members!) to get together and get to know Trinity. 

mailto:sbastnagel@gmail.com
tel:609-230-3556
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Adult Ministries  
 

Adult Education  
Kahlil Gibran, a Lebanese poet and philosopher, was once asked why the main  

character in his book, The Prophet, travels a lot. " The wind blows", he answered,  

"and restless are the sails". 

 

JOIN US on November 13, 2016 as our own Associate Pastor, Rev. Sarah Craven, 

shares her impressions, experience and first-hand knowledge of the status of the 

Christians in Russia. The following week, November 20, 2016 she will talk about 

China and Korea. 

 

Save-the-Dates: November 13 & 20, 11 am, right after the coffee hour, at Witherspoon Center. 

Nativity Walk  
 

Join us for the Third Annual Trinity Nativity Walk!  The Membership Committee is planning the Nativity 

Walk to take place after worship on Sunday, December 18th.   Bring in your favorite crèche before the  

service that morning and set it up in the designated location in Fellowship Hall. During Coffee Hour,  

members of the congregation will walk around to view the various nativity scenes. Whether it‘s a clothespin 

crèche made by your children at church school or a family heirloom handed down through the generations, if 

you‘d like to share it for the morning, we‘d love to see it!  You‘ll take your crèche home with you that day! If 

you‘re interested in participating, please sign up during coffee hour on November 27, December 4 or  

December 11! 

Mission & Outreach   
 

Stocking stuffers for R and M.  Our Sr. Highs will be visiting R and M in  

December.  We would like to provide each resident with a winter stocking hat, a 

bundle of toiletries - bars of soap, small shampoo, deodorant, a pair of white socks, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes.  There will be a collection box in Fellowship Hall starting 

November 13 trough December 4.  Thank you for your support.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Joan Cohen at 856-983-5180.  

tel:856-983-5180
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Deacons' Coat Drive 
 

The Deacons will continue  collecting new and gently used adult and children's 

coats during the month of November. Coats donated will be given to Little Hands 

Little Feet, the Interfaith Homeless Outreach Council (IHOC), and other  

local agencies in need of warm coats for the fall and winter seasons. Coat collection 

bins will be located in O'Dell Hall.  All donations will be greatly appreciated.  If 

you have any questions in regard to the Deacon's Coat Drive, please contact Doug 

Gammie at 856-428-5906. 

Deacon’s Christmas Sharing 
 

The Deacons are pleased to announce the return of the Christmas 
Sharing Program for 2016.  Please visit the Deacons' table in  
Fellowship Hall during coffee hour starting Sunday, November 
13th.  At the table, you can sign up to buy a Christmas gift for a child 
from Urban Promise or a client from Robins' Nest.  When you sign 
up, a form with specific gift suggestions will be provided to help you 
complete your shopping.  Gifts may be returned to the 
church beginning November 27th and will be accepted until noon  
December 11th. Gifts for Robins' Nest should be returned 
wrapped, while gifts for Urban Promise should be brought to the 
church unwrapped.  Please contact Denise Ceneviva at 

 (856) 489-1386 or at dceneviva@verizon.net with any questions, and thank you for your generous support.  

Daytime Men’s Group 
 

What a GREAT way to end our season with our new Pastoral Intern, 

Stephanie Dion. Stephanie has just joined us for the coming year and 

seems to be as excited to be apart of our community, as we are to 

have her. She will share with us some of the reasons of her calling to 

the ministry. 

 

We will meet as usual at 10 AM on Tuesday November 15th 2016 in the Witherspoon Building. I hope 

Ron Schon has not forgotten how to put together his special blend of coffee. He also tells me we will have 

some sweet treats to help get our motors running. 

 

Don’t miss a chance to meet and greet Stephanie. Come early for some good conversation and that special 

coffee. Bring a friend ( if you have one ) and/or a neighbor , BUT most importantly have a SUPER  

COLOSSAL DAY! 
 

tel:856-428-5906
tel:%28856%29%20489-1386
mailto:dceneviva@verizon.net
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Children and Youth Ministries 
 

 

Children  
The children in Witherspoon are making Center Pieces for the tables at Cathedral 

Kitchen for November. They are also making cards for Rev. Gruver to the people he 

visits. During the month of November the children will be bringing in canned goods 

and making a tower …how big can we make it? The food will go to the food pantry.  

Remember to keep December 4th open for the Advent Festival beginning after worship 

that morning. 
 

 

Youth 
Before we know it, our college students will be stressed with Final Exams. 

Our commissioners put together care packages right after Thanksgiving to  

remind them that we are thinking of them.  If you know or have a college  

student from Trinity, please email Sarah at sarah.craven@trinpres.org their 

current address, so that they won't miss out on their box of goodies. 

 

 

 

Nursery School 
We are having a wonderful school Year at Trinity Nursery School.  We have had an 

exciting fall season beginning with apple printing, Apple baking and learning about 

the color red.  Our seasonal learning continued with the color orange and pumpkin 

art.  We painted with orange paint, made Jack-O-Lanterns and sang songs about 

pumpkins at our school wide  Halloween parades.  This month we will study about 

our Thanksgiving holiday and explore the theme of friendship.  We will have  

thanksgiving feasts in our classroom and celebrate together.   

 

 

 

We will begin our Toddler Time program on Friday mornings from  

9:45-11:15am.  This program is designed for our youngest students and a  

caregiver to explore and learn about monthly themes.  Parents are welcome to 

join us, but this is a perfect class setting for a grandparent to share with their 

special 18-36 month old grandchild.  We play, sing, craft and play  

together.  The adults can spend time with their child and give them an  

opportunity to socialize with peers in a caring, nurturing environment.  We have 

openings in this class and limited space available in our 3 year old class.  Please contact me at 856-795-3123 

to schedule a tour or join a Toddler Class and see what our group has to offer. Marina Pappas 

mailto:sarah.craven@trinpres.org
tel:856-795-3123
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Care n’ Share 
Care 'n Share had a successful 

fall so far, thanks to the great 

clothing & housewares that 

have been donated!  We had 

lots of Halloween items also. 

Now, onto Thanksgiving & 

Christmas! 

 

Our 40 year anniversary /volunteer recognition was 

well attended.  I would like to add 2 names to the list 

that was in Work & Worship; Arlene Anders & Jan 

Strasser. Sorry ladies ..  If there is anyone else that 

may have been omitted, please let me know. 

 

Our regular hours are Tuesdays, Thursdays & 

"first Saturday" of the month from 10 am to 1 

pm.  We will be open November 5, the same day as 

the Trinity Bazaar. 

 

Your donations may be brought in during shop hours 

& on Sundays following 9:30 worship service. 
 

Library Corner 
This month, as Trinity members are preparing to 

make their pledges for 2017, our library is featuring 

two new books that relate to consumerism and giving. 

 

The Christian Wallet Spending, 

Giving and Living with a Con-

science 
By Mike Slaughter 

 

The term “tithe” is defined in the 

Scriptures as the first 10% that 

comes into our hands. Slaughter fur-

ther points out that 40% of Jesus’ 

parables in the Gospel deal with faith and its relation-

ship to our money and possessions. 

 

The world has changed a lot since Biblical times. 

What does being a “good steward” mean today? 

Slaughter acknowledges that conscientious and  

compassionate use of our money is difficult amid the  

culture of consumerism in which we live. His book 

examines the ways in which Christians spend their 

money today, the problems and pitfalls involved, and 

some ways to make improvements. 

 The Christian Wallet is divided into three sections: 

how we spend, how we give, and how we live. Within 

the sections, there are chapters dealing with topics 

like balancing a budget, the impact of our purchases, 

how to choose the recipients of our gifts, and the  

relationship between taxes and tithing. Each chapter 

also contains a personal story (usually about one of 

the author’s parishioners) relating to the topic. 

   

While acknowledging that there are no easy answers, 

the author raises thoughtful questions about the  

relationship between morality and money. 

 

Empire of Things: 

How We Became a World of  

Consumers from the Fifteenth  

Century to the Twenty-First 
By Frank Trentmann 

 

    

As the sub-title suggests, this books 

covers a lot of ground (800 pages worth!) It has been  

reviewed as a “masterpiece of research and  

storytelling that recounts the epic history of the goods 

that have seduced, enriched and unsettled our lives 

over the past six hundred years.” 

    

Consequently, it is not recommended reading for  

people who do not have an intense interest in history 

and economics. However, it is interesting to skim the 

book and the Epilogue (last 15 pages) points out how 

this history of “upward momentum” provides insight 

about interventions that might help change lifestyles 

in a more sustainable direction. 

    

Ultimately, the author believes that “our lifestyles, 

and their social and environmental consequences, 

should be the subject of serious public debate and  

policy.” 

 

 

 

 

If you would like us to purchase a 

particular book for the Trinity  

Library, stop by on Sunday or contact 

Dottie Dunfee (dunfeet@aol.com). 
 

 

Care n’ Share 

mailto:dunfeet@aol.com
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Finance & Stewardship  
 

Generations of Generosity 
By David Wean 

 

   Did anyone catch Lawrence Welk last night?  Don’t be shy, you can admit it!  I must  

confess that sometimes while channel surfing I do occasionally pause on this show because it 

brings back a lot of happy memories of my Grandmother Florence Mehrer.  My maternal 

grandmother lived with us from the time my parents were married.  So when my parents were 

asked to help found Trinity she just naturally became a part of that too.  In fact, she may have 

been the most senior charter member we had.  My grandfather had died in October 1939.  For 

all you history buffs that was three months before the Social Security Act took effect so  

consequently there was no widows pension or child support for her two teenage children.  She 

managed to raise her children to adulthood by carefully husbanding my grandfather’s life  

insurance and taking in laundry and caring for others.  But she really never had a steady  job.  

Consequently when she was eligible for Social Security she could only get the minimum.  My 

recollection was that was about 85 dollars a month.  She was a proud woman so she insisted 

that she pay her own medical bills and personal expenses but since this was before Medicare, 

there was very little left each month.  We knew this growing up and had to accept that there 

would be few birthday and Christmas presents from Nana because she couldn’t afford it, but 

the gifts of her time and wisdom that she gave us were invaluable.  So what does all this have 

to do with Lawrence Welk and Stewardship?  Well here is my little story. 

 

   My grandmother loved Lawrence Welk.  She never missed a Saturday night’s performance.  

My Dad however did not.  Too many bubbles!  So on Saturday nights she would watch the 

program on her small ovoid red television in her room.  I loved to have my back scratched 

and so would sit next to her in bed and she would scratch away; nice and slow to a Joe Feeney 

ballad and vigorously during a Myron Florn polka accordion solo!  But one night when I 

guess I was around 6 or 7 I remember watching her count out her few dollars for her church 

envelope.  As any greedy little 6 year old boy would say, I asked her, “Nana if you don’t have 

much money why are you giving it to church?  Don’t you need that money?”  She sealed the 

envelope and sat down in her rocker and sat me on her lap and told me “Well David as you 

know I have nothing to pass on to you and your sister.  This is all I have to leave you.  I know 

how important church is in your life as you grow and I want to be sure when I am gone that 

the church will always be there for you when you need it.  The Church won’t survive if the 

members don’t support it.  I hope Trinity will go on for many years.”   Trinity was her legacy 

to me.  She represented the first Generation of Generosity of this Church.  She was  

emblematic of the early spirit of giving that was shared by many in the early days of this 

Church.  I know she would be very happy to know that her grandchild’s children and  

grandchildren are also being nurtured as a result of her giving what she could when she could 

just have easily said she couldn’t afford it. 
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   I know I am fortunate to still have my children and grandchildren worshiping and involved 

in this church.  In the transient world we live in that is a rare occurrence.  But whether you 

have children or grandchildren here or not, any child is our child or grandchild.  When Greg 

baptizes each little one he walks them down the aisle and introduces them as our new brother 

or sister.  We are all part of the Trinity family.  And each generation has an obligation to see 

that the things that made this church so strong such as Benevolences and Christian Education 

continue.  Over the past several years I have been concerned that our income continues to 

shrink as we lose significant givers from earlier generations.  This has resulted in fewer  

resources for the education of our children and more importantly the benevolences that we 

give to the national church that go to such things as Haitian relief that is so prevalent in the 

news once again.   
 

   So I ask you.  What are we willing to give up in our daily life to leave a legacy for our  

children and grandchildren?  Back then Nana gave two dollars a week.  Do the math:  that 

was 8 dollars a month and close to 10% of her monthly income.  No wonder her favorite  

Bible story was the widow who put two mites into the collection box.  She gave all that she 

had.  

 

   The pledges that we make in the next few weeks will be used to establish the Church 

Budget for our 60th anniversary year.  Sixty years represents about 4 generations.  Sadly many 

from that first generation of givers have gone on to their heavenly rewards.  So I hope that in 

the coming weeks as we the next generations discern and pray about what each one of our 

commitments will be that we feel the same urgency that the first generation of givers felt to 

insure a lasting legacy for the future generations of our Trinity family.  

PW Information Board 

 
PERSONAL HYGIENE SAMPLES TO AID LOCAL SHELTERS  
 

CALLING ALL TRAVELERS -- PW MISSIONS will be collecting  

single use travel-size items like those distributed at hotels, motels and  

resorts.   Requested items include unopened soap, shampoo, lotion,  

toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, shaving supplies and other personal 

items. 

 

Samples will be donated to Volunteers of America for use at local  

shelters .   Two local shelters in Camden are Anna Sample Complex and 

Aletha R. Wright “Vision of Hope” Center. Look for our basket (Soap for 

Hope) under the PW Bulletin Board (between Sanctuary and Fellowship 

Hall) to place donations during the month of NOVEMBER.  We  

appreciate your support.  Please contact Jan Caffrey (856) 667-3687 or 

jancaff@verizon.net with questions. 

 

mailto:jancaff@verizon.net
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PW October Circle Meetings 
Tuesday, November 15th 

7:00 p.m. Hannah Circle        home of Marti Crothers 

7:00 p.m. Shiphrah Circle  home of Jenny McFadden 

7:15 p.m. Rebekah Circle       home of Jan Caffrey 

 

Wednesday, November 16th  

9:30 AM Miriam Circle   Trinity – Witherspoon Rm. 2 

 
Monday, November 21st  

1:00 PM Priscilla Circle  home of Carole Waaras 

7:00 PM Ruth Circle   home of Audrey Denton 

 
To Be Determined:  Deborah Circle 

 

CALLING ALL TRINITY WOMEN! 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2016 
 

Prepare for Christmas! Christmas is such a busy time for 

us, but we need to make time and space for Jesus.  The 

Women’s Dinner is a wonderful opportunity to  

relax and renew your heart for Christmas.  A catered  

dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. followed by Worship 

and Communion at 8:00 p.m.  Tickets for the dinner 

cost $15.00, and will be sold during coffee hour on November 13, 20, 27, and  

December 4th.  If you cannot make dinner at 6:30, come to the Worship Service 

at 8:00! 

SAVE THE DATE!  WOMEN’S RETREAT 3/24-26/2107 
 

 

The Bi-Annual Women’s Retreat will take place this 

spring in Cape May, NJ.  Please mark your calendar 

now and hold the weekend of 3/24-26/2017 for this 

enriching retreat experience led by our own  

Rev. Sarah Craven. 
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SUNDAY 
9:30 Worship Service 
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6 
10:50 Youth Choir 
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon 
11:30am Youth Bells 
7 pm Senior High Fellowship (SHF) -    
Witherspoon 
 
MONDAY 
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon 
BASIC (1st and 3rd Mondays of Month) 

TUESDAY 
10 am-1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 
6:45 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon 
6:45pm Adult Bells 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room 
7:30 pm Adult Choir 

THURSDAY 
10 am–1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop 
12 pm Alzheimer’s Support Group— 
7:30pm Boy Scouts– Community 
Room 
 
Thurs. Children’s Choirs 
     4:30-5:00 pm  Cherub Choir 
     5:00-5:40 pm  Carol Choir 
     5:40-6:20 pm  TEAM Choir 
     6:20-6:50 pm  TEAM Bells 
6:30  pm AA, Witherspoon  
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon  

November 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
Holiday  
Bazaar 
9:00am-
3:00pm 

6 
Communion 
9:30am 
New Member 
Info Session  
11am 

7 8 9 10 11 12 
Fall Clean-Up 
8am-12pm 

13 14 15 
Daytime Men’s 
10am 
Hannah 7pm 
Shiphrah 7 pm 
Rebekah 
7:15pm 

16 
Miriam 
9:30am 

17 18 
Spiritual  
Retreat 
7:30pm 

19 
Spiritual  
Retreat 
8:30am 

20 
9:30am  
Worship & 
Adult Ed 11am-
Spiritual  
Retreat  

21 
Priscilla 1pm 
Ruth 7pm 

22 23 24 
 
 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
First Sunday 
of Advent 
Communion 
9:30am 

28 29 30    
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Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462 
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Sunday Worship Service 

9:30  am 

 

 

Church Office    

9 am-4 pm M-TH 

(856) 428-2050 

Fax 

(856) 795-8471 

E-Mail 

trinpres@trinpres.org 

Website 

www.trinpres.org 


