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Giving Thanks  

 

Then David the king addressed the congregation: “. . . I’ve done my best to get 

everything together for building this house for my God, all the materials necessary: 

gold, silver, bronze, iron, lumber, precious and varicolored stones, and building 

stones....And now, how about you?  

 

Ready and willing, the people stepped forward and gave willingly. And the people were 

full of a sense of celebration—all that giving! And all given willingly, freely!  

1st Chronicles 29 1-2, 7-9 

 

Welcome to November! November is one of my favorite times of the year: the skies are 

blue, the leaves are turning, and the month ends with the holiday of Thanksgiving. 

 

It's only been in the last couple of decades that I have given much thought about what 

the Thanksgiving holiday means for me, and means for us. We give thanks. Giving  

implies that there's a gift. We give the gift of gratitude. 

 

As we sit down to our Thanksgiving tables, we take time to think about and give thanks 

for all the bounty of our lives. We know full well that in the global community we are 

incredibly blessed. As followers of Jesus Christ, we believe that every good gift comes 

from God and so our gratitude is first and foremost a response to God; or thankfulness is 

our giving back to God as a sign that we know the Lord is the source of our bounty.  

 

Of course, November is also the time in our church's life when we begin to make  

preparations for the coming new year. That means that we start thinking about what our 

ministry will cost in terms of effort and energy and, naturally, financial resources.  

Willing David begin preparations for the building of the temple in Jerusalem. He called 

for all the families of Israel to bring their resources for the common work of worship 

and mission. When the gifts were gathered together, everybody rejoiced because there 

was "all that giving!" As you and I enter this time of giving the gift of thanks, I'm going 

to ask you to prayerfully consider what Christ is calling you to do to be part of all the 

giving that makes our ministries at Trinity possible. If you will make that part of your 

Thanksgiving gratitude, then we will all have reason for being a church family that is… 

 

Hoping Big! 

 

 

Gregory 
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Trinity’s Music News 
 

 

  

Adult Choir Rehearsal  

 New members are always welcome! 

 Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

 

Children’s Choirs Rehearsals 

New members are always welcome! 

 Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;  Thursday 4:30-5:00pm 

Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade; Thursday 5:00-5:40pm 

Team Choir – 3rd,  4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm 

Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm 

  

Youth Choir Rehearsal 

 New members are always welcome! 

 Youth Choir – 6th – 12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am 

Youth Bell Ensemble 6th-12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon 

Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade; rehearses as needed 

 

 

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY! 

 

Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,  

Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more information. 
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Session Update 

At its stated meeting on October 6, 2014, the Session: 

 

  Discussed the Prayer Vigil and plans for the future. 

 Set the spring Prayer Vigil for Palm Sunday weekend, March 27-28, 2015. 

 Heard the letter that Rev. Faulkner sent to Jewish congregations in Cherry Hill 

acknowledging the high holy days and the New Year. 

  Approved baptisms and building use requests. 

  Discussed a complicated building use request. 

  Learned about seminary intern Ben Shaw‘s projects and responsibilities for 

the coming program year. 

 Received information about Rev. Faulkner‘s participation in the PC(USA) 

Board of Pensions‘ CREDO program, designed to help mid-career pastors  

examine key areas of their personal and vocational lives. 

 Discussed the fall Session retreat, scheduled for October 18. 

  Heard a report about the September meeting of the Presbytery of West Jersey. 

  Noted that 100% of the Session contributed to the Capital Campaign. 

  Learned that the theme of the Stewardship campaign is ―Growing Christ‘s 

Ministry.‖ 

 Noted that income continued to be below budget. 

  Approved the September 18, 2014, membership count of 804. 

 

Margery Sly, Clerk of Session 

Session of Elders 

Clerk of Session                    

Margery Sly 

Adult Ministries 

Linda Thorpe 

Children’s Ministries 

Linda Craven 

Finance & Budget 

John Young 

Membership 

Nancy Roberts   

Mission & Outreach              

Donna Croker 

Personnel 

Janet Cohen 

Property & Buildings         

Bill Strobel 

Worship & Music            

Linda Flanary 

Youth Ministries 

Christine Slusser 

Strategy Committee 

John Young 

Technology Committee 

Tom Earp 

Deacons 

    Moderator of Deacons 

   Cosmo Digneo            

Committee Chairs  

Assistance   

 Brian Hamilton  

 Fellowship                               

Kim Windt 

Service     

   Marguerite Houck & 

Peggy Finger, co-chairs                                       

Visitation                                       

Melissa Smith 

FINANCIAL UPDATE                                                      

       

       

  SEPTEMBER  YEAR TO DATE  BUDGET 

INCOME  
             
74,056              583,650  #            620,994  

       

EXPENSES  

             
62,368              561,648  #            619,358  

       

  

             
11,688                22,002                  1,636  

       

PLEDGE YTD ACTUAL  
           
414,610      

  

           
233,601      

PLEDGE YTD BUDGET    

           
427,922      

       

PLEDGE YTD vs BUDGET 

           
(13,312)     



5 

 

 
 
 

Trinity News and Notes 

In Memoriam... 
Jeanette Thomson 

United with Trinity March 7, 1971; Died– October 4, 2014 
 

Sympathies…  
We extend our sympathies to Kim Timpano and family on the death of her father-in-law, Joe Timpano. 

We extend our sympathies to Nancy Thomson and family on the death of her mother-in-law,  

Jeanette Thomson. 
We extend our sympathies to Opal and Elb Stockwell and family on the death of Opal‘s bother,  

Perry Wetzel. 
 

Baptisms… 
We rejoice with  Elizabeth and Andrew Nieradka on the baptism of their daughter Aubrey on October 19. 

Adult Ministries 

Adult Education 
November 2, 9, 16 and 23. —- Forgiveness - A series led by Rev. Dr. Gregory Faulkner  
Why is it hard to forgive?  What role does forgiveness have in the Christian life?  Why might it be easier to 
forgive others than it is to forgive ourselves?  Join Rev. Dr. Falkner as he helps us explore the topic of  
forgiveness. 

 

Fellowship Group 
Fellowship Group will be meeting on Friday, November 7th at 7:30pm at the home of Chris and Sue  

Bryfogle.  We will be watching and discussing another of the Nooma videos along with sharing fellowship, 

food, and fun.  Our group welcomes all ages including children to our meetings.  For more information and 

directions to our meeting, please call Sue Bryfogle at 856-985-5393. 

 

Lenten Devotional– Time to Reflect 
Thanksgiving, for many, is the time to reflect on the blessings of life. What a perfect 

time, too, for you to reflect on your life as a Christian. How has God sustained you?  

How have you been helped through hard times?  How are the joys and blessings of your 

life manifest in small, everyday moments?  What Biblical verses capture your thoughts 

or have given you determination, comfort or filled you with the awe of God‘s grace? 

 

Once again, Trinity plans to publish a Lenten Devotional with reflections from our own congregation. You 

may remember from devotionals of the last two years that we are seeking submissions much in the style of 

These Days, Daily Guideposts, or another devotional with which you may be familiar.  

 

Submissions to the devotional should include: 

1. A verse or verses of scripture that comfort, challenge and /or teach you. 

2. A short discussion of how this scripture has been important to you. (about 250 words). 

3.A short prayer (2 or 3 sentences are fine.) 

4. Your name. 

 

Since printing of the devotional needs to start on February 9 so it will be ready for distribution beginning on 

Ash Wednesday, the due date for submission has been established as December 15.   Please send all  

submissions electronically to Alysia Sieh Badskey in the church office at alysia.sieh@trinpres.org All 

members of the Trinity community, both youth and adult, are invited to participate in this church-wide  

publication.  

mailto:alysia.sieh@trinpres.org
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Children and Youth Ministries  
 

Church School News 
The Church School staff is very excited at the consistently good attendance that we have experienced since 

Rally Day.  We are excited by  the congregation‘s commitment to making sure their children come out to 

learn about our Lord and scripture during their formative years.  This years teaching staff includes: 

 

2-3 Years Old   Pat Kinsky, Jackie Kinsky, & Sue Zuckerman 

4 Years to K   Karen & Rusty Sieh & Susan Bastnagel 

Grade 1&2   Linda Craven & Melanie Faulkner 

Grade 3&4   Ann Smolsky, Chris Slusser & Melanie Smith 

Grade 5&6   Karen Leonard-Albrecht & Ben Rieth 

 

Our Nursery, which is staffed by Alysia Badskey or Louisa Tilsner and their dedicated helpers: Katie Odille, 

Sheri Desjardins, Carolyn Kramer, Michaela Carr & Eileen Rankin.  Alysia and Louisa are both certified in 

First Aid, CPR and EPI pen should these skills be needed. 

 

Megan McFadden, Pat Turner and the Ebiri family will be providing occasional help in the classrooms.  We 

need more!  With classes sometimes having a dozen children, we need extra sets of hands to help our staff, 

so please consider volunteering, particularly in the Kindergarten.  We also need someone to staff the office 

in Witherspoon the weeks I am teaching, so someone is available to help with a class need, collect offering 

and be there when children are using the bathrooms and meet with anyone entering the building.  It is our 

genuine hope that congregants come see what we do, to understand how rewarding it can be to share the 

scripture with our youngsters and one day make the decision to join our dedicated staff.  Come witness those 

little miracles that keep us coming back every week. 

 

Prayerfully yours;  Ben Rieth, Superintendent. 

Parents of Young Children 

Parents Lunch, Free Babysitting Provided !! 
 

Want to relax for a couple of hours knowing your children will be well-cared 

for? Please join us for us for a leisurely lunch at LaTerrazza Ristorante on  

Sunday, November 16th from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for fellowship with other  

parents. The restaurant is located next door to the church in Barclay Farms  

Shopping Plaza. Melanie Faulkner, Linda Craven, and Ann Smolsky from the 

Children‘s Ministry Committee will watch your children and provide them with 

pizza and juice. Please drop off your children after Sunday School, downstairs 

in the Community Room at 10:45 a.m. Pizza and babysitting are free, the only 

cost is whatever you treat yourself to for lunch! Please RSVP to Lydia Burgess at lydiasburgess@gmail.com 

by Friday, November 14th. Please let us know if your child has any food allergies. We hope to see you there! 

 

mailto:lydiasburgess@gmail.com
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Deacons' Coat Drive 
 

The Deacon's will 

be collecting new 

and gently used 

children's, teen's 

and adult coats 

during the months of  

October and November.  All  

donations are greatly appreciated. 

Collection bins will be located in 

Fellowship Hall .   

Thank You !! 

The Deacons would like to 

 extend their thanks for another 

successful school supply 

drive.  We collected many needed 

school supplies during the drive 

which have been donated to Urban 

Promise. Thank you to all   

who donated!  

Membership 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be a part of the Trinity Nativity Walk!  The Membership Committee is planning Trinity‘s 

first-ever Nativity Walk, to take place after worship on Sunday, December 21st.   Bring in 

your favorite crèche before the service that morning and set it up in the designated location 

(probably the Anteroom). During Coffee Hour, members of the congregation will walk around 

to view the various nativity scenes. Whether it‘s a clothespin crèche made by your children at 

church school or a family heirloom handed down through the generations, if you‘d like to 

share it for the morning, we‘d love to see it!  You‘ll take your crèche home with you that 

day!  If you‘re interested in participating, please sign up during coffee hour on  

December 7th or 14th.    

Mission and Outreach  
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Cherry Hill Food  
Pantry 

 

The Pantry is low on all 

food products.  They 

have special need for 

pancake mix, canned 

tuna, jelly/jams, but are 

grateful for any and all 

food donations.  Please continue to 

support this worthwhile local  

mission.  Collection bins are located 

near Fellowship Hall and in the  

Narthex.  

Friends of the Carpenter 
 

As winter approaches we would like to remind everyone that the Friends of the  

Carpenter program is continuing for those who could do with help in preparing for the 

season or other needs. 

 

Friends of the Carpenter are Deacons, Elders and others in our congregation who have 

skills in repair and construction and are willing to help members with home repair and 

maintenance projects such as repairing doors, windows or decks, winterizing, or  

assisting with other minor repairs. There is NO charge for labor. We ask that you supply materials/supplies 

which might be required. If you have a need or know of some member of Trinity‘s congregation who does, 

please contact us.  

 

Stan Blair, email: stanblair@aol.com....... Phone 609-654-9172  

Chris Bryfogle, email: cbryfogle@comcast.net ….. Phone 856-985-2274 

Trinity’s Barclay 

Plot Yields Great 

Results! 
 

The Results are in—would you believe 1,020 tomatoes 

given by Trinity to the Food Pantry this summer?!? 

 

Yes, it‘s true!  Not only tomatoes, but our Barclay Plot 

also provided 73 cucumbers and 99 peppers!  This was an 

excellent growing year, and the efforts of all 18+ Trinity 

volunteer gardeners made this an extremely worthwhile 

mission project.  With the plants and fertilizer having 

been donated by Home Depot of Mt. Laurel, we were able 

to keep our costs down as well.  Can we do better next 

year?  We‘ll see! 

Fall Clean-Up  
 

November 8th, 9am 

Please come out a lend a hand. 

Help keep our church in pristine 

shape! 

mailto:stanblair@aol.com
mailto:cbryfogle@comcast.net
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 RENOVATION REDUX 
 
Our newly refurbished sanctuary has been getting great reviews and the CCIC (Capital Campaign  
Implementation Committee) is very grateful for the overwhelmingly positive reaction from our 
members.  This was a massive undertaking and there were moments when we wondered if we would ever 
be able to finish in time for Rally Day.  After 1,825 hours of volunteer labor over 13 weeks, we thought 
you might like to know some of the behind-the-scenes details and decision-making that drove the pro-
ject.  Every month leading up to the actual 50th anniversary of our sanctuary, we‘ll be providing you 
with an explanation of each of these phases.   
 
Planning the Scope of Work 
The Capital Campaign Implementation Committee (CCIC) met for the first time on January 30th.  Pam 
Dougherty, Walt Steinle, Jay Reinert, Steve Talbott and Amy Manley then began meeting weekly to plan 
the renovation.  We were asked to concentrate on the following areas with a budget of $150,000: 
Repaint the entire sanctuary and repair cracks in the plaster 
Decide on a new floor covering material (carpet, wood or tile?) 
Improve lighting and sound 
Determine what, if anything, should be done to the ceiling 
Improve the chancel structure and layout, which triggered the need for ADA compliance (i.e. making 
the chancel handicapped accessible) 
 
Walt contacted three companies that specialize in church interiors renovations, and they sent our heads 
spinning.  They told us that our pews looked terrible and, once the lighting was improved, they would 
look worse.  We should consider refinishing them for a price that could be as high as $90,000 when you 
add in the pulpit, lectern, etc.  A state-of-the-art lighting and sound system controlled on an iPad could 
carry a price tag between $50,000 and $75,000!  They could repair our plaster for $12,000 and then paint 
everything for another $25,000!  Carpet is the most economical and maintenance-friendly flooring op-
tion, so plan on about $45,000 for that.  Oh, and rebuilding the chancel will cost around $40,00!  The 
numbers were staggering—there was no way we could afford a project with a price tag of over a quarter 
of a million dollars!!  
 
So the decision was made to contract with professionals for the pew refinishing and the lighting.  Amy 
Manley used her contacts to obtain the best price possible for carpeting.  And Walt decided that we could 
do the painting ourselves and that he would oversee the chancel rebuild with the help of our Friends of 
the Carpenter and Adult Work Trip groups, and other volunteers from our congregation.  Walt‘s mantra 
through the entire project?  We can do that ourselves!  God bless him!! 
 
Oh, and after receiving conflicting opinions on our ceiling, we consulted with Jimmy Guelich of 
Granddad‘s Refinishing.  He reinforced the opinion of Steve Talbott and others who advised us to leave 
it alone—just give it a good wipe down.  Whew!  And Walt did that, too!! 
 
We set up our budget and presented it to Session, requesting an increase because of the pew refinishing. 
 
Trinity‘s total estimated costs:  $  27,750 
Outside contractors‘ costs          140,423 (pews, electrical, carpet, sound) 
Project total:          $168,173 
Plus 10% contingency           14,042 
Project Grand Total                  $182,215 
 
    
Session wisely gave us additional funding to bring the total to $190,000, which was the portion allocated 
for the Sanctuary improvements from the Capital Campaign fund. The sanctuary was closed on 
 June 11th and Walt began demolition in the chancel on June 12th.   
 

Next month:  The Chancel 
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Care n’ Share  
Care n Share has some wonderful 

merchandise,  thanks to your 

quality donations of house 

wares  and clothes!!  Please make 

sure  clothing is clean and still 

serviceable.  While dropping off 

your donations PLEASE stay and 

shop.  "One man's trash is  

another man's treasure".  We  

certainly do get an assortment of interesting items!! 

 

Our hours are Tuesdays, Thursdays, and the first 

Saturday of month (Nov. 1)  from 10 am to 1 pm. 

Donations can be dropped off during those hours and 

also following the 9:30 worship service. 
 

 
Library Corner 

Learning to Walk in the Dark 
By Barbara Brown Taylor 

 

―Turning in to darkness, instead of away from it, is 

the cure for a lot of what ails me. I have learned 

things in the dark that I could never have learned in 

the light, things that have saved my life over and over 

again, so that there is really only one logical  

conclusion. I need darkness as much as I need light.‖ 

 

The traditional Christian view of darkness is to equate 

it with sin, ignorance, evil and death. The author 

points out that there are a lot of references in the  

Bible that support this view. In the Old Testament, 

light stands for life and darkness for death. When God 

is angry with people they are plunged into darkness. 

In the New Testament, when Jesus, the true light, 

comes into the world, people do not know Him  

because they love darkness more than light. The day 

He dies, darkness descends on the land from noon  

until three. 

 

But Taylor explains that this is not the whole story 

about darkness. In the Bible, darkness is often the 

setting for humanity‘s closest encounters with God. It 

was nighttime when God appeared to Abraham and 

promised him descendants more numerous than the 

stars. God met Moses in thick darkness on Mount  

Sinai to give him the Ten Commandments. Paul‘s 

conversion happened after he had lost his sight. Jesus 

was born beneath a star and resurrected in a dark 

cave. 

 

 The author challenges the reader with a question: ―If 

we turn away from darkness on principle, doing  

everything we can to avoid it because there is simply 

no telling what it contains, isn‘t there a chance we are 

running away from God?‖ 

 

In a metaphorical but down-to-earth style, Taylor  

describes her own journey into darkness which takes 

her into wild caves, underground nightclubs,  

subterranean chapels and unlit cabins in the woods. 

Her aim is to help us find God, or let God find us, 

even when it is dark. 

 

Barbara Brown Taylor spent fifteen years in parish 

ministry where her sermons became so popular that 

the church had to schedule four services every Sunday 

and still didn‘t have room for everyone who wanted 

to attend. She has been a professor of religion at 

Piedmont College since 1998. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—————————————————————- 

 

 

If you have suggestions for books you’d like to 

have in the Trinity Library, contact Dottie Dunfee 

(856-795-5126)dunfeet@aol.com or stop by the  

library after church. 

mailto:dunfeet@aol.com
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PW November Circle Meetings 
 

Monday, November 17th 

Priscilla   1:00pm  Beverly Whipple 

Deborah   1:00pm  Barbara Cardea‘s  

Ruth         7:00pm  Audrey Denton 

 

Tuesday, November 18th 

Hannah      7:00pm  Jenny Stark-Carboni 

Shiphrah    7:00pm   Martha Stem-Gagarin 

Rebekah     7:15pm   Abbe Effron 

 

Wednesday, November 19th 

Miriam        9:15am   Witherspoon Room 2 

 

 

Daytime Men’s Group 
 

The meeting in November will give us an insight into the  

workings of Urban Promise. We will have an idea of how this 

organization works and how so many people contribute to the 

success of their work. We have heard Bruce Main , their  

Chairman, speak to us in church, but now we will have some 

first hand knowledge of how the grass roots grow into a 

beautiful well oiled organization. As usual, we meet @ 10 AM 

in the Witherspoon center. November 18th 2014. 

 

We have a new gourmet coffee maker, Ron Schon who is replacing our long time coffee maker Bob  

Butterfuss. Make sure you come early to taste the coffee, tea or hot chocolate PLUS some tasty treats. As  

always, have a SUPER COLOSSAL DAY.—Ed 

PW Information Board 

PW Christmas Dinner and Communion Service 

Our much-loved annual tradition of delicious food,   

heartwarming fellowship and meaningful worship will return on 

Tuesday, December 2nd .  Rev. Patti  Weikert will preach and our 

very talented Youth Choir girls will provide the music. Mark your   

calendars now—you won‘t want to miss it!  Details will follow on 

the website and in Work & Worship. 
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SUNDAY 
9:30 Worship Service 
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6 
10:50 Youth Choir 
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon 
11:30am Youth Bells 
7 pm Senior High Fellowship (SHF) -    
Witherspoon 
 
MONDAY 
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon 
BASIC (1st and 3rd Mondays of Month) 

TUESDAY 
10 am-1 pm Care ‗n Share Shop 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 
6:45 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon 
6:45pm Adult Bells 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room 
7:30 pm Adult Choirs 
 

THURSDAY 
10 am–1 pm Care ‗n Share Shop 
12 pm Alzheimer‘s Support Group— 
 
Thurs. Children’s Choirs 
     4:30-5:00 pm  Cherub Choir 
     5:00-5:40 pm  Carol Choir 
     5:40-6:20 pm  TEAM Choir 
     6:20-6:50 pm  TEAM Bells 
6:30  pm AA, Witherspoon  
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon  

November 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Communion 9:30am 
Membership Info 
Session 11am 
Sr High Hayride 
6pm 

3 
NS Closed 

4 
NS Closed 

5 
NS Closed 

6 
NS Closed 

7 
NS Closed 
 
 
Fellowship Group 
7:30pm 

8 
Fall Clean-Up 9am 
 

9 
Cancer and  
Conversation 
10:45am 

10 11 12 13 14 15 
Holiday Bazaar! 
9am-3pm 

16 
PYC Parents Lunch 
and Kids Pizza 
Party 11am-1pm 

17 
Pricilla, Deborah 
1pm 
Ruth 7pm 

18 
Men’s Group 10am 
Hannah, Shiphrah 
7pm 
Rebekah 7:15pm 

19 
Miriam 9:15am 

20 
Courtesy Council 
7pm 

21 
 
 
 
Sr. High Camp 
Johnsonburg——- 

22 
 
 
 
 
————————

23 
 
 
 
—-Sr. Highs Return 

24 25 26 
 
No Choir/ Bells 
No Commissioning  
No Cub Scouts 

27 Office/NS 
Closed 
No Choir/Bells 

28 Office/NS 
Closed 

29 

30 
1st Sunday of  
Advent 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA) 
499 Route 70 East 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462 

Next Tidings deadline is November 15 for December Issue 

 

 

November Highlights  
November 8– Fall Clean-Up, 9am 

November 15– Holiday Bazaar, 9am-3pm 
November 16-PYC Parents Lunch 

 

    November 27– Happy 
 
 

     December 2– PW Christmas Dinner and 
Communion  

 

Sunday Worship Service 

9:30  am 

 

 

 

Church Office    

9 am-4 pm M-TH 

(856) 428-2050 

Fax 

(856) 795-8471 

E-Mail 

trinpres@trinpres.org 

Website 

www.trinpres.org 


